
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Notes

June 11, 2019
The meeting started at 6:32pm.  

Present:  Father David Burgard, Deacon Mike Stewart, Elliot Alfredson, Donna Banker, Lorie 
Bronson, Julie Dull (Finance Director), Fred Fedorowicz, David Heilman, Rick Kidd, 
Roger Kidd (Chair), Doug Kuras, Maria Liparoto, Jack Ready 

Absent:  Hugh Acosta, Heather Hall, Robert McMillan(Vice-Chair), Anne Zochowski

Vision: To Welcome. To Inspire. To Transform. To Serve.

Mission Statement: St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, 
proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship, celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care 
for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures.

Opening Prayer/member prayer intention/reflection: Father David

Final Approval for April Minutes:  Approved by committee

Vicariate/Arch-Diocese Report: 
Fred reported that the Vicar suggested the Vicariate meet less often to gain better 
participation, an adjusted schedule is being considered.

Father David stated that the arch bishop released a Pentecost announcement about the 
next phase of the plan to Unleash the Gospel. At this time, St. Michael's of Monroe will 
be participating in this first round. On Monday, June 17th, the priests will be meeting 
with the arch bishop about this next phase. Father spoke of all of our role in bringing 
people back through our acceptance, understanding and support. He explained the 
resources available to learn more about the initiative, and to find support for answering 
difficult questions about the Catholic Church.

MCES Update
The Arch-Diocese is interested in the success of the MCES and has produced a letter 
addressing the director position and what that position should look like. They are 
looking at all of the factors of the program and addressing those within the 
position.Enrollment for next year is looking good, with potential new additions to the 
student body.

Kyle Kubik will continue in his position as principal and will also assume the leadership 
position for MCES while the position is being discerned. 

As the budget year is concluding, the total needed from the parish is $10,000 less than 
anticipated, and this deduction will be carried into next year as well.

Within the Unleash the Gospel, there is a document/video called Unleash the Catholic 
Schools that all council members are being encouraged to read.

There was discussion about moving the Catholic Schools in the diocese, and the many 
initiatives that are being considered to progress in a positive direction.



Commission Reports:
Finance Council

Jack reported that the council met and they discussed the budget and have a 
proposed budget, which was explained and submitted to the council. Jack
explained why the budget is not in the black at this time. This budget is based on 
realistic, actual numbers, and the council is proposing to present it as is. 

Council members asked questions pertaining to the budget, and Julie responded.

The council gave it's full approval for the submission of the budget.

Christian Service
Fred shared that at their last meeting, the Stephen ministry has just had a new 
group of 3 compete their training, so the program continues to grow and 
flourish.

The greeter ministry is well staffed, they have a schedule and name badges.

GodWorks is still in need of at least 2 point people to manage the night of 
service one Friday per month.

He reported that the group discussed ways to be involved in the fair parade.

Rosary markers are having a rummage sale, Trash and Treasure Sale, on July 11, 
9am - 4pm & 12th from 9am – 2 pm, in the parish gym. Donations can be brought 
to the gym on July 10th or 11th. 

Stewardship 
Lorie reported that the committee met and continued the discussion about the 
recording angel statue. Hugh has contacted a restoration group in Detroit and 
was advised to consider purchasing another statue to replace it. It was asked 
why do this now, why not wait until it deteriorates, and Lorie 
responded. She shared that it was also discussed to possibly donate it to 
the Monroe Museum of History to help slow down the deterioration 
and preserve it for the sake of history. 

The committee is still working on the stained glass windows project, and is 
moving  forward  with the creation of a book of the works. 

On July 25, during the concert in the park, the committee will be offering ice 
cream for anyone interested with a donation basket available. Members of the 
Vicariate Evangelization Committee will be present to engage in the ministry of 
evangelization.

Worship
Father David presented a proposed copy of the worship calendar for the 
upcoming year. 

Father David complemented the team of people who have done such a 
wonderful job of decorating the church, inside and out. Doug also 
complemented the crew who worked on the outside landscaping around the 
church.

Old Business



Lorie shared that there is a group working on the emergency plan for the church. 

Father David will be looking at the Operating Procedures for approval.

Lorie spoke to Tony about the oven and vacuum not working in the PLC. Tony told Lorie 
that the Christian Women are being approached about the funds for the purchase of a 
new vacuum.

The simple 3D slide show has been secured for the website and will go on the site for a 
year. This will be re-evaluated and if successful, more options will be looked at.

Father David's anniversary celebration will be August 24th. It will be start at a 5:00 
mass at St. Mary's, followed by a potluck dinner.

The new parish council selection was delayed with the intent of gaining a few more 
names in the hat. The date will be announced in the near future.

A welcome reception for Father Kevin will be held on July 21, after the 9:30 mass.

New Business
Father David recommended changing the Tuesday night mass to 6:00 and the PPC 
meeting being held at 7:00. 

Father David provided a tentative 2019-2020 PPC meeting schedule. 

Pastor's Comments:
Father David shared that a parish Mud Hens game has been schedule for Sunday, 
August 11. 

Father asked about the mass in the park and the parish picnic. Father Phil and Father 
David discussed the picnic and the difficulty of putting on this picnic. Father spoke of 
not having the picnic this year because of the large gathering planned on August 24th. It 
was also discussed that it would be better to take the time to plan something involving 
all 3 parishes and having more time to organize the event, and the council agreed with 
this plan.

Father David spoke about a book called Letter to a Suffering Church, by Robert Barron. 
Father would like to order some for parish leadership as an informational reflection. 
Lorie said that she has ordered 20 for discussion for people who are struggling with the 
current state of affairs with the church. Deacon Mike shared that this book is a very 
good resource to help those who are hurting and confused by the current abuse crisis 
in the church. The council thought that this would be a good investment for the church.

Member comments:
Roger spoke about the leadership conference that he attended and is receiving 
leadership videos for the next few months. He will be sharing some of these videos 
with the members of the PPC. 

Maria encouraged all to attend the Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Mission presentation 
in the park on Monday, June 17th. 

Next PPC Meeting- Tuesday, September 3, 2019

Closing Prayer- Father David 



Respectfully submitted by: Donna Banker, Recording Secretary


