
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Parish Pastoral Council Minutes

July 10, 2018

The meeting started at  6:30pm.  

Present: Father David Burgard, Hugh Acosta, Elliott Alfredson, Donna Banker, Fred 
Fedorowicz, Father Giancarlo Ghezzi, Heather Hall, David Heilman, Lorie Holden, Rick Kidd, 
Roger Kidd (Chair), Doug Kuras, Maria Liparoto, Robert McMillan (Vice-Chair), Anne 
Zochowski

Absent: Lorie Bronson 

Vision: To Welcome. To Inspire. To Transform. To Serve.

Mission Statement: St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, 
proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship, celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care 
for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures.

Introduction of new members of the PPC: Elliot Alfredson, David Heilman, and Rick Kidd

Opening Prayer/Enrichment: 

Father David distributed an enrichment document, which was an overview of the 
Apostolic Exhortation from Pope Francis. He then lead the members in an opening 
prayer, followed by encouragement to the PPC for the task ahead.

Approval of June minutes:

The minutes for June were approved by all present. 

Pastor Comments

Father David shared a message from Mary Beth Walsh, who has been very involved in 
planning the church picnic and has served as the chairperson. She is looking for 
assistance for planning the mass, assisting with clean up and set up, and stated that the 
committee is also looking for a new chairperson, as well as point people from each 
parish. The picnic is planned for September 8, 2018.

Father Giancarlo Ghezzi arrived on Monday, and was celebrating the Tuesday night 
mass, and would be joining the meeting after officiating the mass. Deacon Mike Stewart 
began assisting on the weekend of  July 7th & 8th. Office space for both Deacon Mike and 
Father Ghezzi has been arranged. 

Update on the Church Doors

Hugh Acosta presented updates on the new church doors. He stated that the team 
doing the research consulted with Daiek Woodworking, from Sterling Heights, Michigan. 
He said that the new concrete approach will be installed within the next 30 days. The 
team is also looking at the different options for the doors, such as hardware, finish 
colors, wood types/styles, and various options for features involved in the process. 
Hugh stated that as long as all things move according to plan, the project should be 
completed before the start of winter. 



Rick recommended that the team look at having ball bearing hinges on the door, based 
on his personal experience, and Hugh said that this will be explored. 

Maria asked if there was any discussion of a handicap automatic opening option for the 
door and Hugh said that this would be looked into. 

Hugh summarized that he would contact Daiek Woodworking and address the following 
concerns;

• an alternative to the hex key inside bar actuator

• a larger ball bearing or full length door hinge

• a revised 7-9 inch deep door thresh hold, including rubber seals

• an electronic wall mounted handicap door open/close activation 
system

• no rust exterior door kick plates

Discussion/Formation of Operational Procedures of the Parish Council

The Pastoral Council is currently in the process of forming the Operational Procedures 
specific to the council of Saint Mary's. The Archdiocese of Detroit provides the 
handbook titled, "Parish, Vicariate and Archdiocesan Councils Handbook," which lays 
out the required  foundational guidelines for all parishes in the diocese. Chapter 3 of the 
handbook, which is where the requirements for operational procedures is contained, 
contains the guidelines/requirements for the formation of operational procedures. 
From this, the individual parishes form a more personalized procedure based on the 
AOD requirements. 
At 7:10, the Pastoral Council began to construct a personalized version of  
Operational Procedures and ended discussion at 8:47. It was decided to reconvene, and 
continue the formation of the Operational Procedures on August 21, 2018. 

Next PPC Meeting - August 21, 2018, at 6:30PM

Closing Prayer - Father David 

Respectfully submitted by: Donna Banker, Recording Secretary


